
Northampton Borough Council - Northampton Disabled People's Forum
Friday, 17 November 2017 at 10:30 am - 12:30 pm

The Holding Room, The Guildhall,  St. Giles Square, Northampton, NN1 1DE. 

Agenda

1. Welcomes, introductions and apologies                                                 5 mins  

2. Minutes and Matters Arising                                                                     5 mins  

3. Cuts in funding for people with disability - Martin De Rosario                                10 
mins  

4. St Peters Car Park - Cllr Phil Larratt                                                            10 mins  

5. Scooter2Go - Sue Armstrong                                                                     15 mins  

6. Lawrence Kay and Harvey Morgan - Northamptonshire Sports                  15 mins  

7. Action Plan                                                                                                  5 mins  

8. Community Information Exchange                                                             5 mins  

9. Date of the Next Meeting                                                                          5 mins  

January 19th   2018 10:30am – 12:30pm. The Guildhall

Map and directions at: www.northampton.gov.uk/guildhall 

For more information about this meeting please contact: 
Aimee Luck, Community Development Officer,

aluck@northampton.gov.uk

Tel: 01604 837079

More information about the Forum generally is at: www.northampton.gov.uk/forums 

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/NorthamptonDisabledPeoplesForum?ref=hl 

Please note that this Forum is supported and funded by Northampton Borough Council. 
The Forum may work in partnership and collaboration with other community groups, councils and 
local services from time to time. The views expressed and decisions taken by the Forum are not 
necessarily those of Northampton Borough Council. 

http://www.northampton.gov.uk/guildhall
mailto:aluck@northampton.gov.uk
http://www.northampton.gov.uk/forums
https://www.facebook.com/NorthamptonDisabledPeoplesForum?ref=hl


Northampton Borough Council  
January 2013 
 
 

 
Code of Conduct for the Forums  

 
This Code of Conduct sets out the standards that the Forums expect of its members. It aims 
to provide members with an effective ethical framework in which to do business. It is not 
intended to be exhaustive, or to cover every eventuality, but sets out some common sense 
requirements to enable the forums to function smoothly and successfully. 
 
It is the responsibility of the Chair to encourage and enable input from forum members, to 
ensure all voices are heard. 
 
1. Meeting Etiquette 
As an attendee you must comply with the following requirements and any others that may be 
stated from time to time: 

1.1 Contribute positively to discussions concerning the issues of the meeting 
1.2 Be friendly, polite, courteous and respectful at all times to fellow members, and 

others present 
1.3 Not insult, abuse or use offensive language or behaviour 
1.4 Comply with Northampton Borough Councils Equal Opportunities Policy 
1.5 Demonstrate actively that you are interested in and care about the issue that you 

are discussing and want to make a positive difference 
1.6 Show respect for buildings, facilities and equipment being used 
1.7 Speak only through the Chairman of the meeting and not interrupt, heckle, make 

distracting noises or gestures 
1.8 Speak clearly into any microphone provided and comply with any instructions 

given about its use 
 
2. Being Objective 

2.1 Your own experience and views should inform, but not dominate or dictate how 
you participate. 

2.2 If you have a specific issue with regards to a service matter to raise these can be 
discussed with a member of staff at the end of the each meeting or you can ask 
for the appropriate officer details. Meetings attended by other residents are not 
the place to raise any issues of this nature. 

2.3 Be Fair 
2.4 You must have and show respect for the people you deal with, and take their 

circumstances and personal differences into account. This is about putting 
equality into practice. The key is simply to respect differences fairly, so that you 
do not exclude anyone, or treat anyone inappropriately or unfairly because of 
their particular circumstances.  

 
Breaching the Code of Conduct  
If any person’s behaviour breaches this Code of Conduct, they will be required to leave the 
meeting and vacate the premises where it is being held. They will not be permitted to attend 
future meetings unless they provide satisfactory evidence to Northampton Borough Council 
that they will comply with the Code – e.g. a letter of apology. 
 
If you would like further information or if you would like to discuss the Code of Conduct 
please contact Vicki Rockall, Partnerships and Communities Manager at 
vrockall@northampton.gov.uk or on 01604 837074 

1

Agenda Item 1

mailto:vrockall@northampton.gov.uk


Northampton Disabled People's Forum Minutes - Friday, 15 September 2017

Northampton Borough Council - Northampton Disabled People's Forum

Friday, 15 September 2017 10:30am – 12:30pm. 

1. WELCOMES, INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES
Present: Martin De Rosario (Co Chair), Rachel Clements (RC Sports4Fitness), 
Beverley Mannell (BM NBC Tenant), Toby Birch (TB Community Spaces 
Northampton), J Forrest-Smith (JFS Individual), Gill rice (GR Individual), Carl 
Weininger (CW Northants British Polio Fellowship), Jennifer Shaw (JS NASS/OCS), 
Anne Breach (AB Guide Dogs), Jane Thompson (JT Guide Dogs), Graeme Wilson 
(GW Northamptonshire Sport), Tracey Thomson (TT Northamptonshire Partnership 
homes), Nisha Mejer (NM NBC), Aimee Luck (AL NBC) 

Apologies: Liz Fitzgerald, Rufia Ashraf, Larry Barber, Barbara Barber, Julie 
Davenport, Cllr Larratt

2. MINUTES AND MATTERS ARISING
CW requested for Nene CCG to attend at a future meeting. NM and AL to contact 
Lorraine Day. 

3. NOMINATIONS FOR CO - CHAIR
The forum thanked MD for the work does as Chair for the last year. 

MD was voted in to be Chair again for the next year. 

4. TOBY BIRCH - COMMUNITY CENTRES
TB gave a presentation about Community Spaces Northampton (CSN). There are 8 
community centres supported by CSN and saved NBC £725,000 over 5 years. The 
centres are open to all except to groups that inspire hate. 

Have had to deal with funding cuts over the years so therefore introduced small 
charges to organisations. 

Please contact TB on 01604 408365 for further information. 

ACTION: NM to send presentation. 

Q: How long are the leases? 
A: 30 years old. 

Q: Have you thought about having a charitable shop to help raise funds? 
A: Yes looking into this. 

5. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE PARTNERSHIP HOMES - TRACEY THOMSON
Spring Boroughs awarded £20k. Want to deliver an outdoor gym, structured 
exercise sessions and inclusive. Spring Boroughs in town centre near St Catherine’s 
House. Developing scheme at the moment.
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Northampton Disabled People's Forum Minutes - Friday, 15 September 2017

Launched in August, gym will be ready later in the year.

Met with GW to discuss what equipment is needed for people with disability. 

TT would like to know more advice from service providers. Please contact TT if 
anybody can help. 

Have delivered family fun days with Trilogy, doing health walks etc. Plans for yoga 
sessions and helping vulnerable people. Indoor curling sessions to be delivered in 
coffee mornings. Working for First for Wellbeing. 

Please contact TT if anybody has anybody who wants to help. 

CW: Polio group would like to give advice. 

JS: NASS would like to link in. 

BM: Good idea to encourage other groups. Looking at Paralympics – should support 
this. 

CW: How would groups benefit from funding?
A: Sessions are free. Will have to charge eventually a nominal fee. 

6. ACTION PLAN
AL: Attendance is increasing for the forum. New logo created and will be circulated. 

HCAW: Steering group set up to coordinate activities. Afternoon tea in 18th October.

Disability Awareness Week: Looking at town centre location 3rd December. 

7. COMMUNITY INFORMATION EXCHANGE

BM: Challenge the NBC policy who have disability and the policy in tree 
maintenance. Resident in Kingsthorpe renting council but has to pay for tree 
maintenance. Was quoted £1400 to have tree taken down. Would like the policy to 
be reviewed. Should be part of Enterprise contract. Chief Executive out this in place 
and is unfair in my opinion. 

2014 Council tenancy was changed. 

Received Care and Repair letter – quote for 2 tress was £480 + VAT

CW: Why just trees? 
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BM: Lots of trees have flourished and huge challenge to keep them maintained.

CW: Can get complicated who is responsible tree. 

ACTION: MD informed that BM will write a letter explaining the situation so that it 
can be looked into. 

CW: Has been bomb scares in Northampton. Possibility that this could happen and 
disabled people who are more vulnerable. Any awareness to support people with 
disability would be appreciated.

RS: Tomorrow Pavilion party for Umbrella Fair supporters. 

BM: Hate Crime – close to Racecourse. Concern for travellers creating problems. 
Good idea to raise this for Hate Crime Week. Want adequate fencing. People 
feeling threatened especially disabled people. NBC needs an action plan to stop 
them coming into parks. 

CW: PCC answered questions – there are new laws in place to deal with travellers. 

BM: The travellers should not be allowed free facilities.

CW: Local Health authority - 20th September NGH have AGM at Cripps Centre. 
6pm. 

GW: The Northants Special Olympics team containing athletes from Northampton 
won 26 medals at the National Games held in Sheffield during August.

St Andrews Healthcare are running an event on the 10th October 5:30 – 7:30pm 
which will focus on ways people can improve their mental health at work. See flyer 
attached for more details.

An increasing number of people with disabilities & sensory impairments are taking 
part in Northampton parkrun every Saturday, but they’d like more. See the flyer 
attached for more details about parkrun & follow this link to find out how to register 
to take part. http://www.parkrun.org.uk/northampton/ 

A new resource has been produced by the English Federation of Disability Sport 
(EFDS) to help disabled people find out how they can get involved in physical 
activity. The resource is attached.

EFDS have also produced a resource for activity providers to help them understand 
about Personal Budgets & how to encourage disabled people to use them to get 
active.

8. ITEMS FOR NEXT AND FUTURE MEETINGS
MD asked for cuts on disability to go on next meeting. RC to send contact details 
group.
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NM: NLT to attend next meeting.

9. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
17th November 10:30am – 12:30pm 

5


	Agenda
	1 Welcomes, introductions and apologies                                                 5 mins
	2 Minutes and Matters Arising                                                                     5 mins

